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Lothia's Accident.

By felen A Beclicith,
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Lothin was in an unpleasant mood,
It causod her to forget her habit of
prim, orderly neatness—a quality so
deeply fnenleated as to seem a part
of her very wself,

Left motherless before her recolloe
tion, she had grown o womanhood
under the watehful care of an indal
gent father. He had never given her
premptory command, but  had 1ed
her nevertheleas, high-strung and wny
witrd though she was, in his own way,
by sterling advice, with love and egoen-
tleness, and often A sceming Aeqguies
cenee (o her whims The plans for
her future were made in her early

childhood, but Robert Yates had been
wise enough to keep this from his
hondstrong daughter, while he had
guarded against complications.

OF late her father had changeld, and
Lothia was wneasy about 1t 1t was

now two weeks since a bulky littor
arrived for him. which she deliv.red
gnily  remarking on s sige, and
enrfous as to its contents, When her
father saw the envelope, his face he
came ashen, and he lost his genlality.

Althongh Robert Yates had looked
forward for many years to what wias
betore him, now he wallowed In the
“slovgh of despair” at the enlminn
tion of his hopes With the thought
of separation ever hefore  h'm, he
conld not regatn his old cheorfulpess

Today andther letter arrived bear

me the same postimark Lotiia had
sent this one n, fearing n repetition
of the former seene.  Shortly she wus
summonad into her father's presence,
addressed with sternness, and
thought, with cruelty,
Laothin, youn are grown to woman:
hood, and 0t 0 thne that yon were
wettled in e In your infanecy 1
made an arrangement for voar fature
now the time has arrlved for the Ml
filhment of that plan.  Tomorrow a
gentloman will visit us whem 1 de-
Yorl o treat with the greatest re-
spoct, as | estecm him highly, agd-—
I iv Lo be your husband in the near
fitnre.”’

Lothia's great, blue oyes voleed her
astonishment, then slowly flled with
tears, bt after 4 moment's pause her
father continued ‘His nawe is 3. K.
Anron Woolbridge.™

o Iwe

“Is he young, papan?” asked the girl
with tremulons lips

“Well, no, oot extremoly  young;
'lll"l} or thervabouts ™

O papa, how conld you'!" she
soblied

The man moved uneasily about the
room At last he stopped before her,

“There 15 no use of becoming hy-
sterieal.” he sald “You must do my
| i ™

“But why, papa?

“Necanse 11 s hest—because —bes
canse I eammand you

The fire of Indignation Nashsl from
her exes "Well, then 1T won't: that's
fint,"" she erlesd, roshing from the room
to leave hor futher Mled with sad
wonderment

Catehing her snilor hat by the brim
jammed It upon her hend with
viclons earnestness, not stopping, A8
wis her wont, to brush back her rebel
Hous rings of eopper eolored hatr, for
the hreesze made sad havoe with them

ir left loose.  She wonld go where no

she

gne would find her. and think Yt out
The

narrow  wakon  road  wound

how could you!"™ she
sobbed.
avound the foot of the mountain close
to its hase Now that Lothia WAS
high above the road the meadows
seomed far below her, S8he glanced
down Involuntarily, and thought how
casily she might end it all. As she
icaned forward a trifie, the botter to
gee the bottom, the loose earth slipped
bencath her feet; instinetively she
grasped & root, but It gave way, and
she plunged downward, elutching at
vines and briars. She closed her oyes,

“Oh, papa,

#0 often they have none ' gentieman. bending

vindictively saylog, “Now, papa,

you'll be sorry.”
“Are yon hurt?” anxlously asked a
over lLothia, as

| she regained consclonsness,

I am sure 1 would be glad to assist
you in any way that I can. | might
accommomiate you by throwing you as
high as possible and letting you come
down unattended, [ eonld throw youm
quite high; I am over gix foot tall, and
fm strong. while you are but a
feather's wolght,”

Lothia laughed gally, “You're not
fuen & bad sort after all” she sald,
“"but 1 do wish you hadn't been there
80 they could have found and sent

BUIAITNR e O,

“Are you hurt?"

me home, 1 guess then papa'd  be
s0rry.

“Yonder is a fiat rock which will
make a comfortabie seat; let us be
friends, amd you tell me all about it
Migs—Miss—ah"— offering his hand to
assist hor

“Yates, Lothia Yates; now, what ls

your name
The man seemed suddenly confused,

but finally stammered out, “Silas."

“Now sit here and il me  your
trouble, if you will"”

"Well," she hegan, “von see papn
Is Just as good as gold, bat some
thing has got hold of him lately, and
he wants me to marry an old man
with the horridest name.  Say, haven't
you another name?”

The man reddened as he  replied:

“Yex; Aaron.”

A sllvery peal of langhter floated up
the mountain side.  “Why, Isn't that
Minny; that's the old man's name, too.
Aaron Woolbridge forty, Just think of
it It 1 had been hurt maybe papa
woull have felt so sorry that when
the ol man comes tomorrow he
would send him awpy. ™

"Does  forty to you
old " queried the gentleman.

O dear, yes! papa s sixty; 1 am
twenty, and papn has been old ever
finee 1 oean remember him. | wish 1
had been hort just a little &0 1 eould
ke n s, but | haven't a serateh.”

“Now, Miss Yates

“Say, Lothia, it seems as if 1 had
known you always.”

"Very well, Lothia. | am a medieal
man, Dr. Aaron; you are generally
bruised. 1 will bandage your head,
your ankle and your arm, and will
convey vim to a farm house nearby,
where 1 will arrange for sou to re-
main until suliciently recovered to be
Fenioy el or the length  of
time rests with sourself, In the mean-
time you can eommunieate with this
old muan and tell him your feelings:
perhaps, he may release yon”

“That's capital,” she erivd,
her hands

Raobiert was Informed  and
came his danghter duaily, but
never mentioned her wonld he sultor
Hor lettor, filled with bitter seorn and
loathing for an old man of forty, hear-
ing sueh a horrld name, was  doly
written and given to one of the farm
hands to post

Time New on the wings of the wind
for Lothia. Dandaged as ghe was—
for she dared mwt admit the rose—
the time that passed seemed wonder-
fully short, The doctor's visits were
awaited with feverish expeciation,

“Lothia, this is my last visit”

“Your—last—visit,”  she gasped,
while the color forsook her cheeks,
She felt that the sunshine was going
aut of her Hle forever.

“Must thix ruse continve, or  shall
we end it now? he asked, gravely,
‘I hardly think Mr. Woolbridge will
trouble you,"

The doctor's pocket  was  bhulging
with the mail he bad Just received.
One envelope caught the girl's eye.
“Where did yon get this?' she cried,
taking up the lotter.

“From the post;
Forglve me, Lothia,
Aaron Woolbridge.
hoplng to overcome
and win your love, | find your real
sentiments  volced in this  letter,
and—" his volee quivered percept-
ibly—"T can stay no longer,”

Lothia erimsoned with shame.
don’t want you to go,"” she sobbed,

“What does this mean, little one?
Is it that you care for me?”

“0 yes 1 do; don't go, please?"”

“What! care for an old man
forty, with such a horrld name?"

*l don't care for anything but you;
can you forgive me?”

“On one condition—that you marry
me without delay, before | get older.”
he sald, folding her In his arme.

*How could I have been so foollsh?"
she whispered from her safe shelter.
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